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Introduction

The Right to Play

Housing

Diversity & Inclusion

Our Youth Parliament is made up of young people from across the island and

provides a forum to highlight issues that affect them to the States Assembly. 

On 26th September 2022, the newly formed Jersey Youth Parliament met in the

States Chamber to select their three campaigns to focus on over the next

eighteen months.  The campaigns that were chosen were:

Since the selection meeting, the members have been conducting research to

help them with their campaigns. They presented their first recommendations to

the States Assembly on 27th November 2022 and you can view these on our

website. On 25th September 2023 they provided an update to the States

Assembly and this report summarises this.

Housing

"We believe that housing should be more accessible for

those who can't afford a house." 

The Jersey Youth Parliament are exploring housing issues in Jersey because it is

an issue that will affect young people as they grow up and in the future. 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), 

Article 27, states that every child has the right to a standard of living that is

good enough to meet their physical and social needs and support their

development. Governments must help families who cannot afford to provide

this.

3

https://www.jyp.je/campaign/housing/
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“A future without
affordable
houses is not a
future for Jersey”
This is a quote we shared at our last presentation here at the states chamber

and we still stand by it. 

During our time at JYP, we have already spoken at the states chamber twice.

One of which where we spoke about our thoughts regarding the housing crisis

here in Jersey. We implored you to listen to our concerns about how the cost of

housing is affecting the citizens of our island. 

To educate ourselves about housing rights in Jersey, we have spoken to

Andium homes and the housing minister, David Warr. During our meeting with

Andium homes, we discussed ways in which we can make homes more

economical, sustainable and affordable. They also mentioned ways to use green

space in an effective way. For example, double glazing on windows, switching

gas and oil appliances to electric and adapting already built homes to make

them more energy efficient. They also informed us of the initiatives that they

have to be more environmentally friendly, such as building on unused land or

abandoned sites instead of building on green fields and putting in Evie spaces

where they can to encourage car sharing. We also learnt that they will always

create storage facilities and all flats have balconies, which we support. These

meetings were great opportunities to gather information to eventually help us

spread awareness and educate other people. 

4
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The Future for
Young People
Once a week, our little parliament gathers together to talk about recent issues

such as the environment, housing and cost of living. During these sessions, the

majority of the kids thought that they might have to leave the island later in life

because “soon the island will just be a whole island of apartments, no fields,

just apartments.” Many had concerns about life after university as the cost of

living would be too expensive for the younger generations. 

In a survey we carried out, 90% of respondents don’t see a future for

themselves in Jersey due to many different reasons such as not enough

activities for young people and that there are better offers elsewhere. This

makes us feel appalled. The idea that the island where many of us have grown

up on, may eventually force us to leave due to the lack of affordable housing, is

dismaying. 

5

When you are

older, would

you like to stay

in Jersey? 

Yes
10.8%

No
46.6%

Maybe
42.6%
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Figures from 2011, show that a 1 bed house in Jersey was approximately

£200,000 whereas in 2022, this number changed to around £361,000. This is a

dramatic leap that some people would be greatly affected by. In Jersey, the

minimum wage is £10.50 per hour if you are over eighteen, which if you worked

full time would be £21,840 per year, which makes a one-bedroom flat totally

unattainable. Rent is anywhere between £750 and £2000 for a one-bedroom

flat which is also unaffordable and leaves you with no extra money to be able to

save to get onto the property ladder.  The average cost for a one bedroom flat in

2022 was £349,000. 

Another problem rising is that more and more dwellings are being built and due

to higher prices, people are moving off the island, leaving many vacant

dwellings. Out of all the parishes in Jersey, St Helier had the highest number of

vacant dwellings which was 1,741. Parishes like St Brelade and St Peter, have a

vacancy rate of up to 10%. 

The Future for
Young People

6

Source: Statistics Jersey (2023)
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The minimum wage in Jersey is currently £10.50

The cost to buy a one bedroom flat in Jersey is 
currently £356,000 2023 Q2

The cost to rent a one bedroom flat in Jersey ranges 
between ~ £750 to ~ £1,500+ per month 

September 2023

October 2023

What is affordable?

7

Members of our ‘Little Parliament’
built these homes to show attendees
at the British Irish Council Summit in

June how expensive it is to live in
Jersey.  People that we spoke with

were shocked!
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Green and
Affordable
An idea to make Jersey greener and more attractive is to make fields and parks

for caravans as it would be a more efficient use of space and appeal to more

people to live on the island. Caravan parks could be in the western side of the

island making one side of the island green and the other side of the island city-

like. There could be an even amount of temporary and permanent camp sites for

caravans. We could also add outdoor and indoor activities to convince people to

live in Jersey and to not move to a place that also offers these facilities. 

8
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Green and
Affordable
The majority of JYP gathered at Crabbe activity centre in order to prepare for

the British Irish Council summit in June. Whilst at Crabbe, our members took

part in an upcycle challenge with bar stools. We did this in order to show that

you can reuse affordable items to make new, better ones.   We also had a

debate to discuss what we think the future of Jersey will look like.

9
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BIC Summit

The BIC summit was a great opportunity for

us. We were able to speak to members of

different governments, for example Mark

Drakeford, the first minister of Wales, and

shared our views on making housing green

and affordable. When presented with prices

of housing in Jersey, many were shocked.

10

The theme of the summit was ‘building for the
future: green and affordable.’ 

You can read our speech in the BIC Report.

https://www.jyp.je/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/BIC-Report.pdf
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Green and
Affordable

11

When doing our planning, we researched green and affordable housing. Some of

our favourites were prefab homes, zero carbon homes, earth sheltered homes,

rammed earth houses, natural light homes, solar panels on houses and rain

collection systems. 
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Although we have already been

in Jersey Youth Parliament for a

year, we have many more ideas

as to how we can share

people's real stories and help

younger people have a voice.

To help promote our campaign,

we frequently post on social

media platforms such as

instagram and facebook. We

provide updates on recent

events and matters that we 

think would be informative and influential to others. Our followers were able to

see updates of our planning (and fun) and hopefully encourage others to join

next year's JYP. 

Sharing Stories

12

In the future we aspire to meet with other youth parliaments to combine ideas

about making housing and infrastructure green and affordable. We also hope to

promote solar panels on new builds. 
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Our Motives...
Our motives are to ensure that standards of housing are adequate for the needs

of islanders. We believe that the residential space standards are important for

new builds on houses, this is in order to ensure spaces are not too small, and

they stay affordable. We try our best to contribute by meeting with Andium

homes in order to see what is already being done and see what changes need to

be made in the foreseeable future. We also met with the planning department

who talked about new tenancy laws that hope to help tenants by compelling

landlords to give plenty of time and valid reasons as to why they might evict

someone from a property. We thought the new tenancy laws were important for

the economical needs of tenants. 

13

We were interested to read about these two documents and will look into them

further over the upcomming months.



Questions for the
Ministers
JYP members had the opportunity to ask questions
related to their campaigns to the Ministers of the
States Assembly. 

Is it okay for people to own
more than one house if they are
not living in them because there
are many people on the island
that have unsuitable
accommodation?

Deputy Warr (Minister for Housing and Communities)

Thanks for your question. My position is and always has been that as many

homes as possible should be occupied. I’m absolutely clear that I don’t

want to see vacant homes in Jersey. I really do hope that residents are not

purposely holding homes empty, and I doubt they are, however if the

Youth Parliament have any information on such cases these can be

reported through our empty homes service, and we look forward to

looking into the matter. The question also refers to unsuitable properties,

I’d like to remind the Youth Parliament that the rented dwellings licensing

regulations are being brought forward by the Minister for the

Environment. This will better enable the Government to enforce health

and safety standards across the Island.
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14



What other facilities could be
added in Jersey to ensure that
people are living in the best
standards possible?

Deputy Warr

Thank you for the question. I fully support that our housing developments

should provide amenities for the community. Thanks to the approval of the

‘Bridging Island Plan’ last year, it is now a requirement for housing

developments of five or more homes to include a contribution towards the

space for play. Policy, and I won’t get too complicated here, there’s a policy

called C18, which is space for children and play, already provides a level of

guidance to developers to ensure that they are able to give good effect to

this policy requirement.
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15

What do ministers propose to do about
changing the usage of vacant dwellings?

Deputy Warr

Thank you for the question. The empty homes service which we have
created, continues to work both with owners of empty properties and with
the community at large in order to bring vacant homes back into use. There
are two functions of this service, to provide guidance to owners of empty
homes where they might be unsure as to how to go about bringing a
property back into use, a lot of people can’t afford to bring homes back into
use, that’s a real problem for us, and then there is working with the
community to identify where long term empty properties exist, and this is
where people can report those empty properties to us.
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 Every empty property has its own story as we’ve now discovered and its own

reasons for finding itself in such a condition. We’ve got one particular one that

I always quote from 1975 where the owner died in 1975 and it still remains

vacant. Unfortunately, it does take time to research ownership details and to

identify solutions which are appropriate on a property-by-property basis,

however we’re making good progress. More information is going to be

published in the next couple of weeks to summarise what we’ve been doing

and how many properties have been brought back into the housing market as

part of my upcoming empty homes property service report.

16

Whilst carrying out research for BIC, we
learned about Biodiversity net gain and
how this was included in the bridging
Island plan. Following on from the 

previous JYP recommendations on the environment,
they were told that work was being done on this and
how it would work for new developments. Can you
provide an update?

Deputy David Warr

Thank you for the question. And we’re straying into the world of the

environment minister so I’ll try and be as accurate as I can. So, the

concept of biodiversity net gain is naturally important and especially as

we drive to build more new homes for Islanders. We want to see that our

environment is improved and not worsened as a result of this

development pressure. New legislation has been introduced in England

which will require biodiversity net gain to be delivered through the

planning process. It takes effect in November 2023 and new

developments will be required to increase biodiversity by 10%. The

Minister for the Environment is charged with seeing how the concept of

biodiversity net gain might be introduced in Jersey. The Minister proposes

to monitor and review how this new legal framework works in England

with a view to seeing how best it might be adapted to suit its operation

and use in the Island. This work will be undertaken in 2024, once the

English system has had a chance to begin to be used and to bed in. It will

help to inform what new legislation or policy might be needed in Jersey to

protect and improve the Islands natural capital.
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When we carried out our surveys before
BIC, 90% of young people that responded
said that they didn’t think that they would
stay in Jersey. What do you think about
this and what do you think could be done
to make young people stay?
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Deputy David Warr

Thank you for your question and obviously it’s one of the big topics of the day at

the moment, in fact I’ve just actually come out of a briefing where we’re

launching a shared equity scheme where we’re trying to bring down that

headline figure so that people can access housing a bit more, but maybe more

on that later. I’m concerned obviously that people are leaving the Island,

particularly young people, but this Government is doing something about that

through our population and skills Ministerial group. Housing is not necessarily the

single reason that people will choose to leave Jersey, there will be many

contributing factors. Over the past few months, inflation has been at its highest

in decades and when you couple that with fuel costs, the general cost of living,

food prices and mortgages going up, you can see that it isn’t purely a housing

problem. It is also true that some Islanders want to look elsewhere for new

opportunities, in fact I have two sons who actually currently live off Island, not

because it’s too expensive to live here, but to experience life away from Jersey.

Nevertheless, I’m absolutely focused on addressing the housing situation to give

more young Islanders a reason to stay and tomorrow I will be announcing a

scheme about first time buyers with the cost of taking their first steps onto the

property ladder, helping them to do that. The new scheme is part of plenty of

other work going on to increase home ownership, for instance a total of 375 new

build homes will be delivered by 2026, totalling 1000 homes by 2030. This figure

includes programmes run by Andium Homes, where 60 properties from their

current stock are sold each year plus new builds. It includes the re-zoned sites

for affordable housing under the ‘Bridging Island plan’ which will see up to 400

homes built and there will be large family homes included. Part of this is also the

Jersey Development Company programme which delivers a minimum of what

we call 15% affordable homes on each development. The Government wants to

keep people here, particularly young people who can fully contribute to our

community.

17
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Next 6 months

We want to celebrate our achievements
with other JYP members for National

Youth Work Week.

We will be reviewing the
Government Plan and making

recommendations on how we think
money should be spent in Jersey

We plan to organise a day event that we
can invite other young people to and
discuss all things related to housing.

We will spend time reflecting on our time
at JYP and gathering all of the resources

we have.

On 18th March we will be presenting for
the final time to the States Assembly.

Youth Work Week

Government Plan

Youth Housing Summit

Review JYP

Final Presentation

Nov

Dec

Feb

March

Jan

April

Following our presentations we will get
feedback from the Ministers on our

recommendations.

Feedback

Ongoing

We hope that discussions will continue
with young people following the end of

JYP.

Continue Discussions
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Speak Up
Encourage young people to speak up
and feed into government policies
Organise a Summit to get other young
people’s opinions

Green Architecture
Research green options for
houses

Better standards
Ensure that standards of housing
are adequate for needs of the
islanders

Continue Discussions
Ongoing meetings with the
Minister for Housing &
Communities

Conclusion
In conclusion, we all know that solving this island wide crisis will not be easy

but a future without affordable houses is not a future for Jersey. Increasing

prices, lack of accessibility and poor standards of living, are slowly driving

young people away from this beautiful island. We can’t let this continue. We

are determined to use the views of the public to improve the problems at

hand and we are willing to strive to make this island a better place.

"A future without affordable houses in not a
future for Jersey."

20



References

Useful Links

JY
P 

| H
ou

si
ng

 P
ro

gr
es

s 
R

ep
or

t 
S

ep
te

m
be

r 2
0

2
3

Jersey Census 2021
2021 census results (gov.je)

Minimum Wage Jersey
Minimum wage (gov.je)

Housing Prices
House price statistics (gov.je)

Places
Places.je

Andium Homes
andiumhomes.je

The Bridging Island Plan, 2022 - 2025
gov.je

Housing Gateway, Jersey 
Affordable Housing Gateway (gov.je)

Vacant Homes
BBC

Housing Law (Jersey) 2018
Jersey Law

21

Draft Residential Space Standards
Gov.je

Jersey Youth Parliament BIC Report
JYP Website

Improving Residential Tenancies in Jersey
Tenant and landlord Rights (gov.je)

Little Parliament Report 2023
Little Parliament

Jersey Youth Parliament Housing Report 2022
JYP Website

https://www.gov.je/Government/Census/Pages/Census2021Results.aspx
https://www.gov.je/working/employmentrelations/pages/minimumwage.aspx
https://www.gov.je/working/employmentrelations/pages/minimumwage.aspx
https://www.gov.je/News/2023/pages/housepriceindexq22023.aspx
https://www.gov.je/News/2023/pages/housepriceindexq22023.aspx
https://www.places.je/propertysearch/residential-rent?propertyCategoryId=2&minBedrooms=1&page=2
https://www.andiumhomes.je/
https://www.gov.je/PlanningBuilding/LawsRegs/IslandPlan/Pages/BridgingIslandPlan.aspx
https://www.gov.je/Home/RentingBuying/ApplicationAllocation/Pages/HowToApply.aspx
https://www.gov.je/Home/RentingBuying/ApplicationAllocation/Pages/HowToApply.aspx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-jersey-63812861
https://www.jerseylaw.je/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.jyp.je/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/BIC-Report.pdf
https://www.gov.je/SiteCollectionDocuments/Planning%20and%20building/R%20Tenant%20and%20Landlord%20Rights%20Law%20Reform.pdf
https://www.jyp.je/little-parliament/
https://www.jyp.je/campaign/housing/


JY
P 

| H
ou

si
ng

 P
ro

gr
es

s 
R

ep
or

t 
S

ep
te

m
be

r 2
0

2
3

Acknowledgements

CONTACT
Jersey Youth Parliament
1St James Centre, Le Breton Lane, St
Helier,  Jersey, JE2 3QZ

www.jyp.je
hello@jyp.je
@jsyyouthparliament

Acorn Enterprise

Andium Homes

British Irish Council

Deputy David Warr, Minister for Housing & Communities

Thank you to the following people for helping us with our campaign so far:

22


